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ample reason to be serious "and sober. Yet his strong
character is neither unduly depressed by the dangers
with which he is beset, nor unduly elated when those
dangers are so triumphantly overcome. From first to
last, he is a man of sterling virtues, bold, honest, simple-
hearted, loving towards his friends, just towards his
enemies, and, though inclined in his earlier days to let
his talents run to waste, yet ready, when the right hour
has struck, to lay aside frivolity, and show himself equal
to the demands made upon him.
III.
The disturbed condition of France, in which country
the rival factions of the Burgundians and Armagnacs
were battling for supremacy, gave Henry an early op-
portunity of following his father's counsel to 'busy
giddy minds with foreign quarrels.' In the first year
of his reign an appeal is made to him by the King of
France for aid against the rebels he is unable to restrain
without assistance. Henry, seeing his own advantage
in the divided state of the country, negotiates with both
parties at one and the same time.
"He even sent and received embassies to and from both
parties on the subject of his own marriage, proposing on the one
hand to ally himself with a daughter of the Duke of Burgundy,
on the other, with a daughter of the King of France. At length
he suddenly revived the claim made by Edward DX, asserted
his own right to the French crown, and required Charles at once
, to yield up possession of his kingdom, -or at least to make im-
mediate surrender of all that had been ceded to England by the
treaty of Bretigni, together with the duchy of Normandy, Anjou,
Maine, and a number of other provinces.
"The claim made by Edward IIJ. to the French crown had